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Epistemological Foundations 
 
The Chariho Regional School District believes that students learn best when they are actively engaged in and personally 
responsible for the learning process.  Students need a safe and positive environment in which to talk purposefully about 
learning, to experience learning, and to observe learning.  Learning is enhanced when students have an interest in and choice 
about what they learn. Students should be engaged in meaningful learning experiences that match their developmental status. 
 
New learning builds on previous knowledge through a process that is challenging and rigorous.  That process must encourage 
students to problem-solve and to think originally, critically, and creatively. Thinking and problem-solving are closely linked to a 
demanding core of content knowledge. Learning is most quickly assimilated when connected to student goals, when students 
evaluate their own work and learning habits, and when instruction appeals to a variety of learning modalities and talents. 
 
In an environment of high expectations, directed and sustained student effort and expert teaching practices determine the 
extent of learning.  Chariho’s schools and community work together to encourage and to support both. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

The Chariho Regional School District recognizes the value of a periodic review of all curricula to ensure that they be aligned 
with current best practices and the changing needs of its students. The World Language curriculum will be implemented in the 
2014-2015 school year. An annual review of this curriculum based upon an assessment of student progress will be conducted.  
 

 
 
 

WORLD LANGUAGE MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The mission of world language study within the Chariho Regional School District is to prepare its students to thrive in a 
multilingual and multicultural world. To this end, the world language curriculum is in alignment with the American Council on the 
Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) Standards for world language learning. 
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District Mission 
The Chariho Regional School District ensures that all students meet high academic standards and are prepared for lifelong 
learning and productive global citizenship. 
 

District Vision 
With a commitment to continuous improvement, the District’s highly-qualified staff engages with students in state-of-the-art 
facilities to master challenging content, to promote creativity, and to foster critical thinking. The District is recognized by the 
community as its greatest asset. 
 

District Beliefs 
We believe that high academic standards and research informed decision-making are critical… 
All students can learn and meet or exceed rigorous standards. 
All students at every level must be engaged in rigorous and challenging academic experiences. 
Rigorous academic standards are the foundation of this school district. 
Instructional and program decisions must be data-informed and research-based. 
Learning is a continuous lifelong process. 
Schools must prepare students to be creative and critical thinkers, problem solvers, and effective communicators. 
The physical, social, and emotional wellness of every child is necessary for optimum learning. 
 
We believe that the larger community must be fully engaged in the learning process… 
Education is a shared responsibility of students, parents, staff, and the community. 
Students thrive when supported, nurtured, and engaged by the community. 
In an environment that emphasizes school safety, everyone must be treated with kindness, dignity, and respect. 
Schools must prepare students to be team members and leaders, community contributors, and productive citizens in a global 
society. 
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Report on Knowledge Base 

for 
World Language Education 

 
 

Language and communication of all kinds are at the heart of the human experience. It is with this conviction that world language 
teachers endeavor to educate students to be linguistically and culturally equipped to communicate successfully in the modern 
world. World language study, at all levels, must be rigorous and balanced and must embrace the American Council on the 
Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) standards of foreign language learning: Communication, Culture, Connections, 
Comparisons, and Community. 
 
In meeting these standards, world language education includes and implements the most current educational practices. Included 
among these are: performance-based learning, formative and summative assessment, and the use of the assessment results to 
guide teacher instruction. Standards-based world language instruction incorporates both Gardner’s theory of multiple 
intelligences and Bloom’s taxonomy of learning. 
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Hallmarks of Excellence 

for 

World Language  
 

 
Desirable Features of the Curriculum 

 
MORE 

 
LESS 

● Student-centered approach 
● Connections to real life experiences and current 

issues 
● Authentic assessment 
● Active learning 
● Study of diverse cultures and their products 
● Integration of technology  
● Interdisciplinary connections 
● Opportunities for communicative interaction 
● Student responsibility for learning 
● Cooperative group work 
● Clear expectations 
● Academic rigor 
● Opportunity for revision 

 

● Teacher-centered approach 
● Textbook only study 
● Lack of opportunity of revision 
● Focus on one dominant cultural perspective 
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Statement of Educational Goals 

for 

World Language 
 
 

  
Chariho Regional School District believes that it is beneficial for students to become proficient in at least one world language 
before they graduate from high school. These students will demonstrate proficiency in the aspects of world language learning 
that are promulgated in the American Council for the Teaching of Foreign Languages standards for world language learning. 
They will be able to apply a broad base of knowledge using the skills and tools of the target language for the purposes of 
communication, cultural awareness, connections with other disciplines, comparisons with their own language, and participation in 
multilingual communities at home and around the world. 
 
Students who select world languages will be able to speak, read, write, and understand the language they study. The ultimate 
goal of world language learning is the ability to communicate with a world language speaker. This will allow students the ability to 
understand and appreciate the culture of people in these areas of the world where the language is spoken. 
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Content/Process Standards for World Language 
 
 

The Chariho Regional School District’s World Language Program World Language Program is guided by the American Council on 
the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) standards for foreign language learning, which are: 
 

COMMUNICATION 
Communicate in Languages Other Than English 
○ Standard 1.1: Students engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express feelings and emotions, and 

exchange opinions.  
○ Standard 1.2: Students understand and interpret written and spoken language on a variety of topics. 
○ Standard 1.3: Students present information, concepts, and ideas to an audience of listeners or readers on a variety 

of topics. 
 

CULTURES 
Gain Knowledge and Understanding of Other Cultures 
○ Standard 2.1: Students demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the practices and perspectives 

of the culture studied. 
○ Standard 2.2: Students demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the products and perspectives 

of the culture studied. 
 

CONNECTIONS 
Connect with Other Disciplines and Acquire Information 
○ Standard 3.1: Students reinforce and further their knowledge of other disciplines through the foreign language. 
○ Standard 3.2: Students acquire information and recognize the distinctive viewpoints that are only available through 

the foreign language and its cultures.  
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COMPARISONS 
Develop Insight into the Nature of Language and Culture 
○ Standard 4.1: Students demonstrate understanding of the nature of language through the comparisons of the 

language studied and their own. 
○ Standard 4.2: Students demonstrate understanding of the concept of culture through comparisons of the cultures 

studied and their own.  
 

COMMUNITIES 
Participate in Multilingual Communities at Home and Around the World 
○ Standard 5.1: Students use the language both within and beyond the school setting. 
○ Standard 5.2: Students show evidence of becoming lifelong learners by using the language for personal enjoyment 

and enrichment.  
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World Language Performance Standards by Level 
World Language instruction begins in Kindergarten where students participate in Spanish learning communities.  These learning 
communities continue through grade four at the elementary level.  Skills acquired in grades K-4 provide a foundation for more 
profound language learning in grades 5-12. 
 
World Language instruction at the Middle School continues from Spanish language study in Kindergarten through grade 4. Upon 
promotion to the Middle School students continue to study Spanish in grades 5 and 6.  Upon completion of grade 6, students 
may continue their world language study by completing level one of French or Spanish during grades 7 and 8.  Students that do 
not choose to continue world language study in grade 7 may enter level one of French, Italian or Spanish upon promotion to 
grade 9 at Chariho High School. 
 
The High School world language program includes levels one through five in French and Spanish.  Italian is offered for levels one 
through four.  Students in levels four and five in French and Spanish may receive college credit through Rhode Island College’s 
Early Enrollment Program.  Students may choose to study multiple languages at one time, provided that they complete the 
courses in the order prescribed. 
 
Standard 1: Communication 
Students communicate in languages other than English. 
Standard 2: Cultures 
Students gain knowledge and understanding of other cultures 
Standard 3: Connections 
Connect with Other Disciplines and Acquire Information 
Standard 4: Comparisons 
Develop Insight into the Nature of Language and Culture 
Standard 5: Communities 
Participate in multilingual communities at home and around the world 
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WORLD LANGUAGE PERFORMANCE STANDARDS K-4 
The ACTFL and CCSS standards have been referenced in the K-4 curriculum. 

 
Students will demonstrate the ability to: 

Grade K Essential questions: Who am I and what is language? (Beginning) 
● follow simple directions for kindergarten activities; (ACTFL-C1.2, C1.3) 
● exchange greetings and personal information; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3) (CCSS-SL1) 
● express personal likes and dislikes; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3) (CCSS-SL6) 
● exchange everyday information with peers; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3) (CCSS-SL1) 
● answer questions within a given context; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3) (CCSS-SL1) 
● describe familiar people, places and things using basic vocabulary for a wide range of topics; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3) 

(CCSS-SL4) 
● use everyday expressions to express basic needs and courtesies; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2) (CCSS-SL1, SL3, SL6) 
● make simple requests in order to seek help;  (ACTFL-C1.1) (CCSS-SL3) 
● comprehend simple oral messages; (ACTFL-C1.2, C3.1) (CCSS-SL2)  
● identify people, places and things from simple oral descriptions and literature; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3) (CCSS-SL2) 
● confirm understanding of authentic text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media by asking and 

answering questions about key details; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3, C3.2) (CCSS-SL2) 
● compare Spanish to English language by recognizing simple common cognates; (ACTFL-C1.2, C3.1, C4.1) 
● recite selected poems and perform songs; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.3, C3.1)  
● count by ones to 10; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3) (CCSS-K.CC1, K.CC4a) 
● understand the relationship between numbers and quantities up to 10; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2) (CCSS-K.CC4a) 
● add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions to provide additional details;  (ACTFL-C1.2) (CCSS-SL5) 
● compare the relationship between the products and perspectives studied; (ACTFL-C2.2) 
● recall and use the basic phonic system of the target language; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C4.1) 
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● be familiar with simple idiomatic expressions; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3, C4.2)  
● recognize familiar phrases in contextualized materials; (ACTFL-C1.2, C5) 
● with prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the text in which they appear (e.g. what 

person, place, thing, or idea in the text an illustration depicts); (ACTFL-C1.1) (CCSS-RI7) 
● recognize cultures and traditions of hispanic countries and/or regions (i.e. Mexico, Central America, Caribbean, South 

America, Equatorial Guinea and Spain); (ACTFL-C 2.1, C4.2)  
Grade 1 Essential questions: What is my family like and how is it different from others? (Beginning) 
● recognize cultures and traditions of hispanic countries and/or regions (i.e. Mexico, Central America, Caribbean, South 

America, Equatorial Guinea and Spain); (ACTFL-C 2.1, C4.2)   
● compare traditions of Hispanic cultures to their own; (ACTFL-C2.1, C4.2) 
● follow directions for first grade activities; (ACTFL-C1.2, C1.3) 
● exchange expanded greetings, expressions of courtesy and personal information; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3) (CCSS-SL1) 
● express more complex personal likes and dislikes; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3) (CCSS-SL6) 
● exchange everyday information with peers related to the family; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3) (CCSS-SL1) 
● ask and respond to simple questions within a given context; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2) (CCSS-SL1) 
● describe familiar people, places, things and events with relevant details using basic vocabulary for a wide range of topics; 

(ACTFL-C1.1, C1.3) (CCSS-SL4) 
● occasionally produce complete sentences when appropriate; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.3) (CCSS-SL6) 
● use everyday expressions to express basic needs and courtesies; (ACTFL-C 1.1, C1.2, C1.3) (CCSS-SL1, SL3, SL6) 
● make simple requests. (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.3) (CCSS-SL3) 
● ask and answer simple questions about authentic text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media 

(ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C3.1) (CCSS-SL2)  
● compare Spanish to English language by recognizing common cognates. (ACTFL-C1.2, C3.1, C4.1)  
● present selected poems and perform songs to an audience; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.3, C3.1)  
● count by ones to 39; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3) (CCSS-K.CC1, K.CC4a)  
● add and subtract within 20; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2) (CCSS-1.OA1) 
● work with addition and subtraction equations; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2) (CCSS-1.OA7) 
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● state and recognize time in hours using analog and digital clocks; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3) (CCSS-1.MD3) 
● identify shapes by their attributes; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3) (CCSS-1.G1) 
● add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts and feelings;  (ACTFL-

C1.2) (CCSS-SL5) 
● recall and use expanded phonic system of the target language; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C4.1)  
● use simple idiomatic expressions; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3, C4.2) 
● recognize additional familiar phrases in contextualized materials; (ACTFL-C1.2, C5) 
● use the illustrations and details in a text to describe key ideas; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3) (CCSS-RI7) 
Grade 2 Essential questions: Who are my neighbors and friends and how do they live? (Beginning-Emerging) 
● recognize cultures and traditions of hispanic countries and/or regions (i.e. Mexico, Central America, Caribbean, South 

America, Equatorial Guinea and Spain); (ACTFL-C 2.1, C4.2)   
● compare traditions of Hispanic cultures to their own; (ACTFL-C2.1, C4.2)   
● follow directions for second grade activities; (ACTFL-C1.2, C1.3)  
● exchange expanded greetings, expressions of courtesy and personal information; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3) (CCSS- SL1) 
● express more complex personal likes and dislikes; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3) (CCSS-SL6)  
● exchange everyday information with peers; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3) (CCSS-SL1)  
● ask and respond to questions within a given context; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3) (CCSS-SL1)  
● ask and answer questions about information from a speaker differentiating formal from familiar; comparing to English uses 

(ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3, C4.2) (CCSS-SL3) 
● describe people, places, things and events with relevant details using basic vocabulary for a wide range of topics; (ACTFL-

C1.1, C1.2, C1.3) (CCSS-SL4)  
● more frequently produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3) (CCSS-SL6)  
● use everyday expressions to express basic needs and courtesies, make simple requests. (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3) (CCSS-

SL1, SL3, SL6)  
● ask and answer simple questions about authentic text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media 

(ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3, C3.1) (CCSS-SL2)   
● compare Spanish to English language by recognizing common cognates. (ACTFL-C1.2, C3.1, C4.1)  
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● present selected poems, and perform songs to an audience; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.3, C3.1) 
● adding and subtracting within 20; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2) (CCSS-2.OA1) 
● determine whether a number is odd or even; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3) (CCSS-2.OA3) 
● state and recognize time in hours and half hours using analog and digital clocks; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3) (CCSS-1.MD3) 
● analyze objects using shapes and their attributes; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3) (CCSS-2.G1) 
● represent and interpret data; (ACTFL-C1.1) (CCSS-2.MD9)  
● add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts and feelings (ACTFL-C1.1, 

C1.2) (CCSS-SL5)  
● express days of the week, months of the year, date orally; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3, C2.1) 
● chart weather; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3) (CCSS-2.MD10) 
● recall and use expanded phonic system of the target language; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C4.1) 
● use simple idiomatic expressions; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3 C4.2)  
● recognize additional familiar phrases in contextualized materials; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3, C5.1) 
● use the illustrations and details in a text to describe key ideas; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2) (CCSS-RI7) 
Grade 3 Essential questions: What is our global community? How do people live, celebrate, function in different 
communities? (Emerging) 
● recognize cultures and traditions of hispanic countries and/or regions (i.e. Mexico, Central America, Caribbean, South 

America, Equatorial Guinea and Spain); (ACTFL-C 2.1, C4.2)   
● compare traditions of Hispanic cultures to their own; (ACTFL-C2.1, C4.2) 
● give and follow directions for third grade activities; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2) (CCSS- SL1) 
● exchange expanded greetings and personal information; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2,C1.3) (CCSS-SL1B, SL3) 
● exchange more complex personal likes, dislikes, and personal preferences including activities; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3) 

(CCSS-SL3, SL6) 
● exchange everyday information with peers using time, date, and location including future plans for activities;  (ACTFL-C1.1, 

1.2, 1.3, C2.1, C3.1) (CCSS-SL4)  
● describe and compare people(including family members), places, things (including food)  and events with relevant details 
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including gender agreement, using expanded vocabulary for a wide range of topics; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.3) (CCSS-SL4)  
● more frequently produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2) (CCSS-SL6)  
● use everyday expressions to express basic needs, courtesies, and make simple requests; (ACTFL-C1.1) (CCSS-SL1, SL3, 

SL6) 
● ask and answer simple questions about authentic text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media; 

(ACTFL-C1.2, C3.1) (CCSS-SL2, SL3, SL6)  
● determine the main ideas and supporting details of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse formats by 

drawing or speaking; (ACTFL-C1.2) (CCSS-SL2, SL5) 
● understand simple written messages on familiar topics; (ACTFL-C1.2) (CCSS- RF3, RI3)  
● compare Spanish to English language by recognizing more cognates; (ACTFL-C3.1, C4.1)  
● present selected poems, and perform more elaborate songs to an audience; (ACTFL- C1.3, C3.1) (CCSS-SL5)  
● skip count by 5s and 10s to 100; (CCSS-K.CC1, 2.NBT2)  
● add and subtract by and within decades; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2) (CCSS-2.NBT5)  
● fluently multiply simple facts; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2) (CCSS-3.OA7)  
● round whole numbers to the nearest 10; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2) (CCSS-3.NBT1) 
● compare two digit numbers using more than/less than; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2) (CCSS-1.NBT3) 
● tell and write time to the nearest quarter hour using analog and digital; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3) (CCSS-2.MD7) 
● determine the unknown whole number in a multiplication or a division equation; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2) (CCSS-3.OA4) 
● express days of the week, months of the year, date orally and in writing; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3, C2.1) 
● recall and write information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question; (ACTFL-

C1.1, C1.2, C1.3) (CCSS-W8) 
● use a combination of drawing and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts to supply some information about the 

topic; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3) (CCSS-2) 
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● use the illustrations and details in a text to describe key ideas; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3) (CCSS-RI7) 
● recall and use expanded phonic system of the target language; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C4.1) (CCSS-RF3) 
● use more idiomatic expressions; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3, C4.2) 

Grade 4 Essential questions: How do people live in your state and in the Hispanic world? (Emerging) 
● recognize cultures and traditions of hispanic countries and/or regions (i.e. Mexico, Central America, Caribbean, South 

America, Equatorial Guinea and Spain); (ACTFL-C2.1, C4.2)   
● compare traditions of Spanish cultures to their own (i.e. 24-hour clock, food, currency); (ACTFL-C2.1, C4.2) 
● comment and respond to remarks and commands of others in relation to fourth grade activities; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2) (CCSS-

SL1) 
● exchange expanded greetings and additional personal information; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2) (CCSS-SL3, SL6)   
● exchange and analyze more complex personal likes, dislikes, and provide the reasons for personal preferences; (ACTFL-

C1.1, C1.2, C1.3) (CCSS-SL3, SL6) 
● exchange everyday information with peers using time, date, location, time frame and appropriate conventions of grammar; 

(ACTFL-C1.1, 1.2, 1.3, C2.1, C3.1) (CCSS-L1, SL4)  
● describe and compare people, places, things and events with relevant details including gender agreement, choosing words 

and phrases to convey ideas precisely for a wide range of topics; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3) (CCSS-SL4) 
● more frequently produce complete sentences orally and written using correct conventions including capitalization, 

punctuation and spelling; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2,C1.3, C4.1) (CCSS-L1, L2, L3, SL6)  
● ask and answer questions about authentic text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media; (ACTFL-

C1.1, C1.2, C1.3, C3.1) (CCSS-SL2, SL3, SL6)   
● summarize and paraphrase main topics and supporting details of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse 

formats by analyzing quantitative data; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3) (CCSS-SL2, SL5) 
● read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension using word analysis and decoding skills. (ACTFL-C1.1, 

C1.2, C1.3) (CCSS-RF3, RF4) 
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● compare Spanish to English language by recognizing more cognates; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3,C3.1, C4.1)  
● present selected poems, and perform more elaborate songs to an audience; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3, C3.1) (CCSS-SL5)  
● skip count by 100s to 1000; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3) (CCSS-2.NBT2)  
● add and subtract within one hundred; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3) (CCSS-2.NBT5)  
● calculate using simple division facts; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2) (CCSS-3.OA7)  
● use addition, subtraction and multiplication facts to solve simple word problems; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3) (CCSS-4.OA2)  
● compare three digit numbers using more than/less than; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3) (CCSS-2.NBT4)  
● tell and write time to the nearest five minutes using analog and digital, differentiating morning and evening; (ACTFL-C1.1, 

C1.2, C1.3) (CCSS-3.MD1) 
● use the four operations with whole numbers to solve problems; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2) (CCSS-4.OA2) 
● express days of the week, months of the year, date, weather orally and in writing; (ACTFL-C2.1, C1.1) 
● recall and write information from experiences or gather information from provided source, by taking notes to answer 

questions; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3) (CCSS-W8)  
● write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3) (CCSS-W3) 
● use a combination of drawing and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts to supply some information about the 

topic; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3) (CCSS-W2) 
● interpret information presented orally, visually or quantitatively; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2) ( CCSS-RI7) 
● recall and use expanded phonic system of the target language; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3, C4.1) 
● use more idiomatic expressions; (ACTFL-C1.1, C1.2, C1.3, C4.2) 
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World Language Performance Standards 5-12 
 The 5-12 curriculum is based on the ACTFL standards. 

 
Standard 1: Communication 
Students communicate in languages other than English. 
 
Students will demonstrate the ability to: 

Grades 5 and 6 (Beginning) 
● give and follow simple directions; 
● exchange greetings and personal information; 
● exchange personal likes, dislikes, and personal preferences; 
● exchange everyday information with peers using time, date, and location; 
● ask, answer, and develop questions with greater complexity; 
● generate language using expanded vocabulary for a wide range of topics; 
● create increasingly complex descriptions within a given context; 
● express needs, feelings, ideas, agreement, and disagreement in a variety of situations; 
● acquire goods and services through basic negotiation and monetary exchange.  
● understand and internalize basic ideas of oral messages and short conversations to engage in conversation; 
● discern main ideas and identify principal characters from age-appropriate text; 
● understand and discuss the main ideas in ability-appropriate media; 
● understand brief written messages and personal notes on familiar topics; 
● recognize and appreciate voice inflection when listening; 
● identify people and objects from increasingly complex oral and written descriptions; 
● identify a wide range of cognates;  
● present ability-appropriate presentations on a wide variety of topics 
● write in various short forms to provide information about oneself, friends, family, and school activities; 
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Level I (Beginning) 
● Expand upon the indicators of the previous levels. 
● demonstrate proficiency in reading, writing, speaking and listening using constructions in the present and proximate future 

tenses 
● express likes, dislikes, and personal preferences (e.g., people, events, favorite activities, food) 
● express needs, feelings and ideas related to everyday situations (e.g., personal response to a movie, agreement or 

disagreement on a topic) 
● exchange information about general events (e.g., classes, meals) and plan future activities (e.g., place, time) 
● ask and answer questions 
● use vocabulary for a wide range of topics (e.g., animals, weather, geographical concepts; categories such as numbers, 

shapes, colors, size) 
● give and follow simple instructions (e.g., in games, with partners or groups, giving commands suggested by a picture) 
● describe assorted objects and people (e.g., dress, types of dwellings, foods) 
● use appropriate vocabulary, gestures, and oral expressions for greetings, introductions, leave takings, and other common or 

familiar interactions (e.g., exchanging names, address, phone number, place of origin, general health/state of being; using 
the telephone; making and responding to requests) 

Level II (Beginning - Emerging) 
● Expand upon the indicators of the previous levels.  
● demonstrate proficiency in reading, writing, speaking and listening with reflexive constructions and the preterit and 

imperfect tenses 
● use verbal and written exchanges to share personal data, information, and preferences (e.g., events in one’s life, past 

experiences, preferred leisure activities, likes, dislikes, needs); 
● exchange information about general events (e.g., classes, meals) and plan future activities (e.g., place, date, time); 
● plan events and activities with others using authentic schedules; 
● use verbal and written exchanges to express opinions (e.g., concerning current events, about topics of personal or 

community interest); 
● use appropriate vocabulary to acquire goods and services (e.g., shopping in a supermarket).  
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● use vocabulary for a wide range of topics (e.g., animals, weather, geographical concepts; categories such as numbers, 
shapes, colors, size); 

● use appropriate vocabulary to acquire goods and services (e.g., shopping in a supermarket); 
● give and follow oral and written directions (e.g., for travel, for cooking); 
● use appropriate verbal strategies and cues (e.g., rephrasing, circumlocution, repetition, tone, stress, intonation) to 

communicate spoken messages and maintain listening comprehension; 
● use and respond to culturally appropriate nonverbal cues (e.g., gestures, physical distance, eye contact) to communicate 

spoken messages and maintain listening comprehension.  
● describe assorted objects and people (e.g., dress, types of dwellings, foods); 
● describe objects and people in greater detail (e.g., shopping in a supermarket); 
● use appropriate vocabulary, gestures, and oral expressions for greetings, introductions, leave takings, and other common or 

familiar interactions (e.g., exchanging name, address, phone number, place of origin, general health/state of being; using 
the telephone; making and responding to requests); 

● give and follow oral and written directions (e.g., for travel, for cooking).  
Level III (Emerging) 
● Expand upon the indicators of the previous levels.  
● demonstrate proficiency in reading, writing, speaking and listening in the present, past and future using the indicative and 

subjunctive moods 
● exchange information about current, past or future events, hypothetical situations and aspirations in one’s personal life 

and in those of family, friends, and community; 
● use verbal and written exchanges to share personal data, information, and preferences (e.g., events in one’s  
● life, past experiences, preferred leisure activities, likes, dislikes, needs); 
● plan events and activities with others using authentic schedules; 
● use verbal and written exchanges to express opinions (e.g., concerning current events, about topics of personal or 

community interest); 
● use appropriate vocabulary to acquire goods and services (e.g., shopping in a supermarket); 
● give and follow oral and written directions (e.g., for travel, for cooking); 
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● use appropriate verbal strategies and cues (e.g., rephrasing, circumlocution, repetition, tone, stress, intonation) to 
communicate spoken messages and maintain listening comprehension; 

● use and respond to culturally appropriate nonverbal cues (e.g., gestures, physical distance, eye contact) to communicate 
spoken messages and maintain listening comprehension.  

● describe objects and people in greater detail (e.g., shopping in a supermarket); 
● give and follow oral and written commands or directions (e.g., for travel, for cooking).  
Levels IV and V (Expanding) 
● Expand upon the indicators of the previous levels.  
● demonstrate mastery in reading, writing, speaking and listening in the present, past and future using the indicative, 

imperative and subjunctive moods as well as appropriate use of active and passive voice. 
● exchange information about current, past or future events, hypothetical situations and aspirations in one’s personal life 

and in those of family, friends, and community; 
●  use appropriate vocabulary to acquire goods and services in the target language for personal needs and leisure (e.g., 

locating items in a pharmacy, finding a hotel or train station, repairing a mechanical device, asking for information); 
● use culturally appropriate nonverbal cues and body language (e.g., eye contact, personal space, gestures) to communicate a 

message in the target language and maintain listening comprehension.  
● use appropriate vocabulary to exchange information about historical issues, fine arts, sociopolitical issues, national and 

international topics (e.g., information from Internet publications, newspaper or magazine articles, programs on television, 
radio, or video): 

● use appropriate verbal strategies and cues (e.g., rephrasing, circumlocution, summarization) to communicate a message in 
the target language.  

● use appropriate vocabulary (e.g., literary terms such as setting, character, plot, conflict, resolution, theme) to express 
personal reactions and feelings about authentic literary texts (e.g., poems, plays, short stories, novels); 

● use appropriate cultural responses in diverse exchanges (e.g., expressing gratefulness, extending and receiving invitations, 
apologizing, communicating preferences, making an appointment, closing a conversation, negotiating solutions to problems).  
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Standard 2: Cultures 
Students gain knowledge and understanding of other cultures. 
 
Students will demonstrate the ability to: 
 

Grades 5 and 6 (Beginning) 
● engage in discussions of cultural traditions and celebrations that exist in the target culture and how these celebrations 

compare with those of the native culture (e.g., holidays, birthdays, “coming of age” celebrations, seasonal festivals); 
● know historical cultural beliefs and perspectives in both native and target cultures (e.g., family, school, and play); 
● know how various community members use the target language in their work; 
● know historical and cultural figures from the target culture and their contributions.  
● experience and participate in (read, listen to, observe, and perform) expressive products of the culture (e.g., literature, 

music, dance, and art); 
● identify, discuss, and compare aspects of everyday life such as school, transportation, clothing, and foods; 
● know distinctive contributions made by people in the target culture.  
Level I (Beginning) 
● Expand upon the indicators of the previous levels. 
● identify, compare and develop modes of interaction, gestures, oral expressions, greetings, leave-takings and common 

classroom interactions; 
● develop familiarity with basic geographical features (countries, capitals, major rivers, mountain ranges, natural resources, 

etc.) of the regions being studied; 
● develop familiarity with basic historical moments and figures. 
● begin to experience songs, stories, games, traditional celebrations, art literature, film and other products of the cultures 

being studied. 
● develop the vocabulary necessary for discussing housing, food, dress, and other tangible items of everyday life in the 

cultures being studied.  
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Level II (Beginning-Emerging) 
● Expand upon the indicators of the previous levels.  
● develop familiarity with historical moments and figures; 
● use the language being studied to comprehend and express ideas about aspects of the culture being studied and compare 

them to the learner’s daily experience in areas like school, transportation, clothing, food, family, etc.; 
● form bases for understanding relationships between geographical features and cultural practices and products; 
● form bases for understanding relationships between historical concepts and contemporary issues; 
● observe and discuss typical patterns of behavior and use appropriate verbal and non-verbal forms of interaction for daily 

activities among peers and adults. 
● experience (read, listen to, observe, perform) expressive products of the cultures being studied (e.g., literature, music, 

film and art); 
● participate in sports, music, entertainment and other age-appropriate activities for the cultures being studied.  
Level III (Emerging) 
● Expand upon the indicators of the previous levels.  
● use the language being studied to comprehend and express ideas about aspects of the culture being studied and compare 

them to the learner’s life experience and the lives of others. 
● identify and discuss multi-causal relationships between geographical features and cultural practices and products; 
● observe and navigate typical patterns of behavior and use appropriate verbal and non-verbal forms of interaction for daily 

activities among persons of different social status. 
● experience and appreciate (read, listen to, observe, perform, analyze, compare, contrast) expressive products of the 

cultures being studied (e.g., literature, music, film and art); 
● participate in sports, music, entertainment and other age-appropriate activities for the cultures being studied.  
Levels IV and V (Expanding) 
● Expand upon the indicators of the previous levels.  
● begin to develop tools for experiencing and responding to expressive cultural products (e.g., digital resources, books, 

periodicals, films and music) in versions that make minimal concessions to the learners’ emerging language skills; 
● analyze and think critically about relationships between geographical features and cultural practices and products; 
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● analyze and think critically about historical moments and figures and their relationships to contemporary cultural matters.  
● use the language being studied to comprehend and express ideas about social, economic, and political institutions and their 

relationships to the cultures being studied; 
● appreciate differences across communities within the cultures being studied. 
 
Standard 3: Connections 
Connect with Other Disciplines and Acquire Information 
 
Students will demonstrate the ability to: 

Grades 5 and 6 (Beginning) 
● acquire and generate language using more complex information from the world language class and use for comparing and 

contrasting in other school subjects; 
● use multimedia sources to access and produce information and products regarding the target culture. 
● use new information and perspectives to analyze differences between the foreign culture belief structures and their own 

personal cultural belief structures.  

Level I (Beginning) 
● Expand upon the indicators of the previous levels.  
● identify words and roots from the target language class in other school subjects and extracurricular activities; 
● reinforce data obtained from other subjects in the target language class; 
● recognize some famous figures whose heritage language is the target language.  
● identify idiomatic expressions in both languages; 
● recognize the difference in time and person as related to present tense indicative and proximate future verb forms; 
● use new information and perspectives to expand their personal knowledge. 

Level II (Beginning-Emerging) 
● Expand upon the indicators of the previous levels.  
● identify words and roots from the target language class in other school subjects and extracurricular activities; 



 27 

● use and pronounce accurately target language words in other subjects; 
● acquire and use information from a variety of authentic materials about a topic being studied in other school subjects in 

the target language classroom; 
● use acquired information as it relates to the target language classes in order to compare and contrast;  
● express meaning using appropriate idioms; 
● expand knowledge of verbs in the present, past, and future tenses to include all the indicative and imperative moods 
● use new information and perspectives of other cultures to broaden personal experiences.  
Level III (Emerging) 
● Expand upon the indicators of the previous levels.  
● use and pronounce accurately target language words in other subjects; 
● synthesize information from a variety of authentic materials in the target language about a topic being studied in other 

school subjects in the target language classroom; 
● use acquired information as it relates to the target language classes in order to compare and contrast.  
● express meaning using more complex situational-appropriate idiomatic expressions; 
● expand knowledge of verbs and constructions to navigate between the indicative, imperative and subjunctive moods; 
● use new information and perspectives of other cultures to broaden personal experiences and to understand the 

experiences of others.  
Levels IV and V (Expanding) 
● Expand upon the indicators of the previous levels.  
● use target language topics in other school subjects and activities including sports, music, fashion, history, math, and art to 

produce interdisciplinary topics; 
● assimilate background information, materials, and technology from other disciplines to use in target language classroom 

interaction; 
● evaluate the accomplishments and contributions of literary figures of the target language.  
● analyze the nuances of meaning of words and expressions for different contexts; 
● apply and navigate concrete and hypothetical situations in the present, past and future using using the indicative, 

imperative and subjunctive moods;  
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● apply and recognize the literary implications of active and passive voice. 
● use new information and perspectives to analyze and appreciate the differences between other cultures and their own.  
 
Standard 4: Comparisons 
Develop Insight into the Nature of Language and Culture 
 
Students will demonstrate the ability to: 
● identify cognates in English and target languages for use in conversation; 
● know and identify basic elements of the sound and writing of the target language and how they differ from the same 

elements in English; 
● know basic grammar differences (e.g., pronouns, gender, noun/adjective agreement, verb conjugation); 
● know and construct meaning using appropriate idioms; 
● know and generate formal and informal language; 
● demonstrate and compare acceptable grammatical conventions between the primary and target language; 
● understand that an idea may be expressed in multiple ways in the target language.  
● demonstrate awareness of and use body language and gestures in both cultures; 
● appreciate different ways people live in different countries; 
● compare rituals, folklore, and other intangible products from diverse cultures; 
● identify and compare cultures’ belief/value systems with their own.  
Level I (Beginning) 
● Expand upon the indicators of the previous levels.  
● be familiar with similarities and differences in sound system and pronunciation; 
● identify basic grammar differences (e.g., gender, noun/adjective agreement); 
● demonstrate awareness of formal and informal language; 
● identify idiomatic expressions in both languages; 
● recognize the difference in time and person as related to verb forms.  
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● demonstrate awareness of body language and gestures in both cultures; 
● compare simple patterns of behavior; 
● identify different cultures’ belief/value systems; 
● recognize different ways people live in different regions/communities; 
● be familiar with tangible products (e.g., paintings, handicrafts, foods) of many cultures; be familiar with intangible 

products (e.g., nursery rhymes, songs, holidays) of many cultures; 
● observe customs of different regions and countries.  
Level II (Beginning - Emerging) 
● Expand upon the indicators of the previous levels.  
● apply prefixes and suffixes to root words; 
● examine the natural flow and rhythm inherent to both languages; 
● implement appropriate sentence structure and paragraph construction; 
● develop usage of accurate grammatical practices; 
● apply similarities and differences between English and target language; 
● identify idiomatic expressions in both languages; express meaning using appropriate idioms; 
● expand knowledge of verbs to include all the indicative and imperative moods.  
● compare and contrast culturally appropriate verbal and nonverbal cues in both cultures; 
● discern behavioral expectations in changing circumstances; 
● identify different cultures’ belief value systems; 
● focus on similarities and differences of core beliefs; 
● understand origin and existence of cultures’ social patterns; 
● compare music, art, literature and other tangible products from diverse cultures; 
● compare simple patterns of behavior; 
● observe customs of different regions and countries; 
● compare rituals, folklore and other intangible products from diverse cultures; 
● focus on the commonalities of other cultural systems and traditions; distinguish circumstantially correct behavioral 

expectations.  
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Level III (Emerging) 
● Expand upon the indicators of the previous levels.  
● apply prefixes and suffixes to root words; 
● examine the natural flow and rhythm inherent to both languages; 
● implement appropriate sentence structure and paragraph construction; 
● develop usage of accurate grammatical practices; 
● apply similarities and differences between English and target language; 
● express meaning using appropriate idioms; 
● expand knowledge of verbs to include all the indicative and imperative moods. 
● compare and contrast culturally appropriate verbal and nonverbal cues in both cultures; 
● discern behavioral expectations in changing circumstances; 
● identify different cultures’ belief/ value systems; 
● focus on similarities and differences of core beliefs;      
● understand origin and existence of cultures’ social patterns; 
● compare music, art, literature and other tangible products from diverse cultures; 
● compare simple patterns of behavior; 
● compare and contrast culturally appropriate verbal and nonverbal cues in both cultures; 
● distinguish circumstantially correct behavioral expectations; 
● compare rituals, folklore and other intangible products from diverse cultures; 
● focus on the commonalities of other cultural systems and traditions.  
Level IV and V (Expanding) 
● Expand upon the indicators of the previous levels.  
● generate derivatives/word families; 
● utilize intonation and speech patterns for maximum communication; 
● expand on written communication through writing letters, poetry, and persuasive passages; 
● demonstrate knowledge of complex grammatical concepts; 
● refine communication for different levels of familiarity and respect; 



 31 

● analyze the nuances of meaning of words and expressions for different contexts; 
● apply all moods including the subjunctive.  
● use verbal and nonverbal language appropriately to enhance communication as the circumstance dictates; 
● interact with others showing knowledge of conventions of polite society; 
● incorporate the belief systems into a deeper understanding of cultures;      
● analyze the embedded systems (family, sports, education, etc.) that occur frequently in different cultures; 
● analyze relationships among varied tangible products, such as literary genres and art movements; 
● analyze relationships among varied intangible products, such as anecdotes and oral traditions; 
● develop an appreciation for traditions and customs of the target countries.  
 
Standard 5: Communities 
Participate in multilingual communities at home and around the world. 
 
Students will demonstrate the ability to: 

Grades 5 and 6 (Beginning) 
● Understand more complex messages found on posters, signs, maps, websites; 
● locate on a map and pronounce the names of countries and cities in which the target language is spoken.  
● use materials and/or media from the target language and culture for learning and enjoyment; 
● exchange information about family, school events, and celebrations with heritage speakers in person, email, blogging or 

social media. 
● identify educational opportunities, trades and professions in which target language skills are used; 
Level I (Beginning) 
● Expand upon the indicators of the previous levels.  
● know professions that require proficiency in the target language; 
● acquire information about the target language and the target culture; 
● understand simple messages found on signs, posters, maps, etc. in the target language; 
● locate on a map and pronounce the names of countries and cities in which the target language is spoken. 
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● understand the main ideas of beginning level videos, television commercials, etc.; 
● write simple letters or emails in the target language to the teacher and/or classmates; 
● read, watch, and share news about countries where the target language is spoken.  
Level II (Beginning - Emerging) 
● Expand upon the indicators of the previous levels.  
● identify how local community members use the target language in their work; 
● acquire information about the target language and the target culture; 
● present information about the target language and culture in the target language; 
● locate examples of signs, ads, etc. in the target language using the Internet, magazines, etc.; 
● demonstrate awareness of the importance of people, holidays, and traditions in target language countries. 
● identify the main ideas and basic details in diverse, authentic media forms (e.g., radio, television, film, live presentations); 
● write simple letters or emails in the target language to the teacher and/or classmates; 
● exchange letters or emails with target language speakers (in the target language); 
● read, watch and share news about countries where the target language is spoken; 
● find various sources in the target language to obtain information on current events and information of personal interest.  
Level III (Emerging) 
● Expand upon the indicators of the previous levels.  
● identify how local community members use the target language in their work; 
● present information about the target language and culture in the target language; 
● locate examples of signs, ads, etc. in the target language using the Internet, magazines, etc.; 
● demonstrate awareness of the importance of people, holidays, and traditions in target language countries. 
● identify the main ideas and basic details in diverse, authentic media forms (e.g., radio, television, film, live presentations); 
● exchange letters or emails with target language speakers (in the target language); 
● find various sources in the target language to obtain information on current events and information of personal interest.  
Level IV and V (Expanding) 
● Expand upon the indicators of the previous levels.  
● interact with community members whose jobs require knowledge of the target culture and proficiency in the target 
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language; 
● interact directly with heritage speakers in oral and/or written form; 
● create, present, and discuss posters, ads, etc. in the target language for various situations; 
● analyze the contributions of the target culture to American society;  
● discuss the main ideas and significant details of extended conversations, lectures, magazine and newspaper articles, and 

other media forms; 
● establish and/or maintain and interpersonal relationship with speakers of the target language; 
● discuss in the target language current events in countries where that language is spoken.  
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Glossary of Terms 
 
 

Classical languages: languages such as Latin and ancient Greek that continue to be read, but 
not spoken 
 

Modern languages: languages currently in use in written, spoken, or signed forms, including 
American Sign Language (ASL) 
 

Target language: the language a student is studying 
 

Target culture: a culture that uses the language a student is studying; for example, Mexico and 
Spain represent distinct and different cultures a student of the Spanish language might study 
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